AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

SECTION II

Total Time – 1 hour, 30 minutes

Question 1 (Document-Based Question)

Suggested reading period:  15 minutes

Suggested writing time:  40 minutes
[image: image1.png]Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the purpose
of this exercise.

In your response you should do the following.
« State a relevant thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question.
« Support the thesis or a relevant argument with evidence from all, or all but one, of the documents.
« Incorporate analysis of all, or all but one, of the documents into your argument
« Focus your analysis of each document on at least one of the following: intended audience, purpose,
historical context, and/or point of view.
« Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside the documents.
« Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader events or processes.

« Synthesize the elements above into a persuasive essay that extends your argument, connects it to a
different historical context, or accounts for contradictory evidence on the topic.





1. Analyze the causes of European support of the Greeks in their movement for independence against the Ottoman Empire during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Historical Background:  During the eighteenth century, Greeks living in exile began to appeal to their fellow Greeks to free themselves from Ottoman rule.  Greek nationalists urged Greeks living throughout the Balkans and Asia Minor to revolt against their Turkish Muslim rulers.  An uprising in March 1821 began a nine-year war for independence.  Several thousand European volunteers fought on the Greek side, while many more (known collectively as Philhellenes – “lovers of Greece”) raised money and spread pro-Greek views in Europe.  Intervention by Russian, French, and English forces in 1827 and 1828 ultimately forced the Turks to grant Greek independence, which was formally established by a multipower treaty in 1830.
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Document 1
[image: image3.png]Source: Sneyd Davis, English writer, poem “To His Friend and Neighbor
Dr. Thomas Taylor.” 1744.

Go, search for Athens; her deserted ports,

Enter—a noiseless, solitary shore,

Where commerce once crowded the Athenian strand.
Trace her dark streets, her ruined shrines;

And wonder, where her glories shined.

Where are her orators, her sages, now?

Shattered her mouldering arches, her towers in dust,
But far less ruin’d, than her soul decayed.

Upon the mount where once the muses sung,

Sits the gruff Turkish captain, and exacts

Harsh tribute! In the grove where Plato* taught

A stupid Turk is preaching ignorance.

*Philosopher of ancient Greece





Document 2
[image: image4.png]Source: Claude Etienne Savary, French scholar of Greek and Arabic, letter, 178.

Let me not be accused of painting the Turks in darker colors than they deserve, but I have
traveled through their empire and have scen the injuries of every kind which they have done
o the sciences, the arts, and the human race. At the sight of these melancholy spectacles my
heart groans, my blood boils in my veins and I would wish to excite all Europe to combine.
against these Turks who have crushed the Greek nation.





Document 3
[image: image5.png]Source: Alexandros Kalphoglou, a conservative Greck Christian, poem, 1794.

Greeks love every foreigner,
They love a German for his company

And an enlightened Frenchman, an impious libertine.

In conversation not a word about the commandments of God.

The young, the educated,

Do not go to Church, for they have got French enlightenment.

They say, “We have books and French romances,

Al the other books are so melancholy!

We are enlightened, And the old writers were all hypocrites!”

They boast of being the pupils of Rousseau,

And Volaire even if they do not understand them, neither

Have they ever read them.

They say I speak French and I will wear clothes in the European style.”





Document 4
[image: image6.png]Source: Greek exiles, The Greek Monarchy or A Word about Freedom, pamphlet published in
Italy, 1806.

The Ottoman state today finds itself in its death throes. O Greeks, learn forever that the
‘weapons of justice are unconquerable, and that the Ottomans will lee from the armed Greeks.
Remember, finally, that the beginning of victory is resistance, and that the Greeks are ncither
savage nor of worthless spirit, as are their enemies. Freedom has approached her ancient home.
The echo of the trumpet of Ares* has awakened the heroes of our ancestors from their tombs.

The hour has approached, O Greeks, for the liberation of our motherland!

*God of war in Greck mythology





Document 5
[image: image7.png]Source: Percy Bysshe Shelley, English poet, preface to his poem “Hellas” (“Greece”), 1821.

We are all Greeks. Our laws, our lterature, our religion, our arts have their roots in Greece.
The modern Greek is the descendant of those glorious beings whom the mind almost refuses
to imagine as belonging to our kind, and he inherits much of their sensibility, and their
courage. Russia desires to possess, not to liberate, Greece: and the wise and generous policy
of England would consist in establishing the independence of Greece, and in maintaining it
against both Russia and the Turks.





Document 6
Eugene Delacroix, The Massacre at Chios (1824)
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Document 7
[image: image9.png]Source: Alexander Mavrocordato, president of the Greek revolutionary government,
Declaration to the Christian Powers, April 15, 1822.

For the last thirteen months, God has aided the work of the righteous. Her cities sacked,
her villages bunt, her population decimated, bear witness to Greece’s proud determination.
Crushed by numbers, she will yet wash out her defeats in her blood. What will be the feelings
of Europe towards her? Assembled Greece has solemly proclaimed her independence and
has given herself a government. The Greeks aim at peace combined with independence and
civilization. In a word, humanity, religion, interest all plead in their favor.





