Early Modern France

The Valois and Bourbon Monarchies
Early Events

· Huguenots = French Protestants 

· 1/15 of the population

· Mainly Calvinists

· Mainly members of the nobility

· Heavily persecuted

· 1525 Battle of Pavia

· Francis I captured by Charles V in battle

· Huguenots refuse to pay ransom tax and are persecuted

More Events

· Oct. 1534:  Fr. Protestants posted anti-Catholic placards in Paris

· More persecution of prots, with mass arrests and many exiled

· ***This is when Calvin & the French Reform party were exiled

· 1540:  Edict of Fontainebleau

· Started the French Inquisition

More Events

· Edict of Chateaubriand: 1551

· Very important royal decree that placed limits on the amount of property protestants could own

· Protestant noblemen lost their right to vote in local elections

· Forced Catholic baptism of Protestant children

· Treaty of Cateau-Cambresis: 1559

· Ended the Valois-Hapsburg wars in the south

1559:  Trouble for the Valois Family

· King Henry II was killed in a fencing accident

· Francis II became king (age 15 and sickly)

· Country is really ruled by the Queen Mother, Catherine de Medici

· She married Francis off to Mary Q. of Scots

· Seeing a weak monarchy, 3 families began to plot to take over the throne.

Contenders for the Throne

· Bourbons

· S & W France

· Protestants

· Chatillons

· Central France

· Protestants

· Guises

· E France

· Strongest & very Catholic

Trouble for Francis

· 1560: Conspiracy of Ambrose

· Abortive plot to kidnap Francis II

· Condemned by Calvin as “a disgrace to the reformation.”

· 1560: Francis died

· His brother Charles IX became king

Events of 1562

· January Edict

· Gave Protestants freedom to worship publicly in rural areas and privately in towns

· Supported by Coligny and Beza (Protestant nobles)

· March 1562: In response to the Jan. Edict, the Guises massacred 53 worshippers at a Protestant church in Vassy in the Champagne region of France

War & Peace

· March 1563: French Religious War broke out

· 1570: Peace of St. Germaine-en-laye

· Truce

· Protestants could worship in Protestant towns and fortify their towns

· 1570: Coligny became an advisor to the king, BUT Catherine began to plot behind the king’s back to diminish protestant power (worked with the Guises)

St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre

· Aug. 22-24, 1572:  St. Bart’s Day Massacre

· Catherine & Guises plotted to stop Protestants 

· Coligny was shot by an assassin’s bullet

· Fearing Protestant reprisal, Catherine convinced the king that a Protestant coup was coming and had a massacre

· Between 20,000 & 25,000 Protestants were killed

· WAR BEGAN AGAIN

War of the 3 Henrys

· 1574:  Henry III became king

· War = Henry III & Henry Bourbon (of Navarre & married to the king’s sister, Margaret) vs. Henry Guise and the Catholic League (supported by Spain)

· 1589: Henry III stabbed in the war by a fanatical friar

· 1589: Henry of Navarre became King Henry IV

· 1593: Henry IV became Catholic

PEACE

· Edict of Nantes--May 2, 1598

· Catholicism became “the religion of the majority of Frenchmen”

· Legalized Calvinism (could worship in their own cities)

· Peace of Vervins—1598 – France & Spain

· 1610:  Henry IV assassinated

