Essay 1: Compare and contrast Catholicism, Calvinism, and Lutheranism

Thesis: Change.

I.  Background
1. Corruption in RCC—Nepotism, Absenteeism, Simony, Pluralism

2. Clerical Faults: Worldliness (Concubines, Wealth, Ignorance)

3. Wyclif and Hus



2.  Indulgences: Johann Tetzel 



2.  Also Applied to Popes—Alexander VI, Julius II, Leo X


C.  Thesis

II. Lutheranism


A.  Background

1. Martin Luther German Monk - “Hatched Egg that Erasmus Laid”

2. 95 Theses on Wittenberg Castle

3. Translated Bible into Vernacular German

4. Not a revolutionary


B.  Beliefs



1.  Salvation Through Faith not Works; Anti-Indulgence, Anti-Violence



2.  2 Sacraments and Consubstantiation—Peace of Augsburg (1555)



3.  cuius regio eius religio
III. Calvinism


A.  Background



1.  Trained as Lawyer and Set up ‘camp’ in Geneva

2. Theocracy (Ruled by Church)—Institutes of Christian Religion

3. Consistory

B.  Beliefs



1.  Advocate of 2 Sacraments and Consubstantiation—TULIP 



2.  Predestination: Members of Elect—Follow Strict Code of Conduct

IV. Catholicism


A.  Background



1.  Ignatius Loyola —Wrote Spiritual Exercises


2.  Formed Society of Jesus (Jesuits)—Catholic Missionaries in Europe


B.  Contrast to Luther and Calvin



1.  Advocated all 7 Sacraments—Believed in Salvation Through Works



2.  Remained Supportive of RCC and Reform—Council of Trent

V. Conclusion

Total depravity of man

Unconditional election

Limited atonement

Irresistible grace

Perseverance of the saints

