Essay 2: Compare and Contrast the Northern and the Southern Renaissance.

Thesis:  Religion and Christianity dominated the political, social, and economic aspects of the Northern and Southern Renaissance.

Background

 Middle Ages – scholasticism – Thomas Aquinas

The depravity of man


 (Cinquecento)



1.  1450 Gutenberg Printing Press—Allows Ideas To Spread b/t Nations



2.  “Rebirth”—Father of Renaissance Petrarch—Burckhardt Claims 


B.  Secularism



1.  Southern Renaissance Dominated by Secularism and Humanism



2.  Spread to North—Put Christian Spin in Art, Politics, etc.

I.  Religion

II. Social


A.  Humanism



1.  South: Secular, Revival of Antiquity and Philosophy



2.  North: Christian Humanists — More Utopia, Erasmus Praise of Folly
III. Political 


North: Developed nation-states – Henry VII of England, Ferdinand/ Isabella of Spain

New Monarchs – very Machiavellian – middle class

South: city-states – Florence (Medici), Milan (Sforza), Papal States



1.  Machiavelli’s The Prince
IV. Art

A. North:

B. South:

V.  Conclusion

