Essay 4: Analyze the policies of Louis XIV and discuss, with specific examples, how he was an absolute monarch.
Thesis: The wars of religion had caused political upheaval and economic devastation throughout much of Europe.  In France the monarchy established absolute rule.  During the reign of Louis XIV, absolutism reached its height.
Background
Wars of religion (1618-48)

Increasing power of the nobility – the Fronde (1648-53)

Richelieu—Subordination to Monarchy — Intendants

Richelieu sought to destroy Habsburgs — Raison d’etat

I. Political Dominance

A. Nobility

1. Versailles: Nobles Forced to Stay There — spies/informers 

2. Never called Estates General: Led to Disunity of Nobility

B. Wars (Mostly Unsuccessful)

1. Formed unified and permanent standing army—33 of 55 years at War

2. Made France the major European power 

II. Economic Dominance

A. Colbert

1. Mercantilism: import more than export—Economic Independence

2. Wealth serves the state; established powerful merchant marine; developed industry, built roads and canals

B. Taxes

1. Bad tax system – not taxing clergy or nobles

2. Population decline due to grain shortage

3. Led to Less Taxes; Colbert’s Goals = Unattainable

III. Religious Dominance

A. Revocation of Edict of Nantes (1685)

1. Revoked Edict/ made Catholic to unify the nation 

2. Politically Necessary to Secure “un roi, un loi, un foi.”

B. Effects

1. Hurt Economy b/c expelled Huguenots (Skilled Artisans & Craftsmen)

2. Emigrated to New World, Holland, England, Prussia, Etc.

IV. Conclusion

V. In 1714 France was almost bankrupt.  Louis had increased the number of nobles by selling titles, which led to a loss of taxes because nobles didn’t pay taxes.  The Peace of Utrecht marked the end of French expansionism but the legacy of the “age of magnificence” would linger for many years and would eventually a major factor in the French Revolution.
