Essay 6: Compare and contrast absolutism and constitutionalism.  Be able to give specific examples to support your answer.  

Thesis:  During the seventeenth century two very different political systems evolved in Europe.  One was absolutism which was sovereignty embodied in the ruler, usually supported by the idea of divine right.  The other system was Constitutionalism, which was the limitation of government by either a written or unwritten constitution.
Background



1.  Absolutism: France (Louis XIV), Russia, Prussia, Austria



2.  Constitutionalism: Great Britain and the Netherlands

Western Absolutism

France

Foundation for absolutism laid by Henry IV and Sully

Louis XIV—Divine Right Monarch – Sun King

“Létat c’est moi!”

Controlled Nobles through Spies and Versailles

Peasants/ Serfs Have Rights 

Warfare – War of Spanish Succession

Religion (Revoked Edict of Nantes) “un roi, une loi, une foi”

Mercantilism under Colbert—Bad Tax System 

Eastern Absolutism

Serfs Had No Rights Due to Lack of Labor Force/ Population Decline

Russia

Ivan III

Ivan IV— the terrible – Time of Troubles

Boyars—Tsar 

Peter the Great—Builds Literature, Economy, Military

A. Great Northern War

B. Great Nation - Windows to the West

Austria 

Polyglots — Pragmatic Sanction —  War of Austrian Succession -  Maria Theresa

Prussia

Frederick the Great— Junkers 

“soldier king”

Constitutionalism

Great Britain

Magna Carta (1215)—Rights of Kings and Nobles

Stuart Parliament—divine-right monarchy – catholic sympathizers

1628 Petition of Rights

Hobbes

Regicide - Charles II beheaded

English Civil War— The Restoration

Power of King—Bill of Rights (1689)

John Locke

Established the age of aristocracy

Dutch

Peace of Westphalia (1648) Grants Independence

States General: Foreign Affairs, Stadholders; Representative Govt.

Granted Religious Toleration (Jews, etc.)—Industry Flourished 

Conclusion
Absolutism and Constitutionalism allowed European monarchs to establish the modern state.  They broke the power of the nobles, created standing armies, and established large bureaucracies.  

