Essay #8: Discuss the intellectual changes that took place in Europe during the Enlightenment. What were the primary aspects of this New-World view, how did these views alter from the Middle Ages, and how were these ideas spread?

Thesis: The Enlightenment was an intellectual and cultural movement that tied together certain key ideas and was the link between the Scientific Revolution and a new world view.

I. Introduction


A. Key Aspects of Enlightenment



1.  Natural Science & Reason Can Explain All Aspects of Life



2.  Scientific Method Can Explain Laws of Human Society



3.  Progress in Society is Possible


B.  Background



1.  Newton’s Principia to Louis XIV’s Death That Tied S.R. Together


C.  Thesis

II. New World View #1


A.  Fontenelle: Stressed Ideas of Progress; Cynical About Organized Religion


B.  Bayle: Skepticism—Nothing Known Beyond All Doubt


C.  Locke



1.  Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690)—Tabula Rasa



2.  Life, Liberty, and Property—Big Man in GB—Influenced B of R


D.  Montesquieu (Philosophe)



1.  The Persian Letters (1721) and Spirit of the Laws (1748)



2.  Separation of Powers—Not a Democrat Though


E.  Voltaire (Deist)



1.  Skeptical of Social & Economic Equality; Hated Religious Intolerance



2.  Candide—“Cela bien dit, mais il faut cultivater vetre jardin.”


F.  Diderot and d’Alembert: Edited the Encyclopedia (1751) in Salon (Geoffrin)


G.  Rousseau: Wrote the Social Contract—General Will of People is Sacred

III. Contrast to MA and Spreading of Ideas


A. Contrast to MA



1.  New Ideas About God, Science, and Society



2.  Logic and Reason Over Faith and Suspicion


B.  Spread



1.  French—New International Language



2.  Books (Tenfold Increase) Read by Middle Class, Clergy, Aristocracy

IV. Conclusion

