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1. How did the power of the British monarchy increase during the reign of the Tudors?  What new political institutions/government structures were created during this period? 

2. Why are Henry VII of England, Louis XII of France, and Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain called the "new monarchs?" 

3. Identify some of the political and economic problems created by Charles V as he assumed the position of Holy Roman Emperor as well as king of Spain.  How did Charles V attempt to resolve these problems?  How successful was he?  What was the legacy that Charles V bequeathed to future Spanish rulers? 
4. How did Elizabeth I deal with the religious issue in England when she became queen?  
5. What role did Sir Francis Drake and the "Sea Dogs" play in the growing tensions between England and Spain? 
6. Why did Philip II take upon himself the leadership of the Catholic Counter-Reformation?  Why was Spain ideally suited to be the instrument of Philip's ambitions? 
7. Why did Philip II send the Armada Católica, the Spanish Armada, against Elizabeth I in 1588?  What were the results of this move for Spain?  For England? 
8. What were the political, economic, and religious issues that entered into the revolt of the Netherlands?  How did this revolt merge with the international political and religious struggles in Europe at the time? 
9. Why did Spain decline as a major European power during the reign of Philip II?  
10. Analyze the validity of this statement:  “The Thirty Years' War was in part a German religious war and in part a German civil war fought over constitutional issues in the Holy Roman Empire.”  How did European rivalries and ambitions become linked to the conflict within Germany in the late 16c and early 17c? 
11. Identify the major provisions of the Treaty of Westphalia in the following areas:  the religious settlement, territorial changes, and political/diplomatic changes.  How did the Peace of Westphalia mark the advent in international law of the modern system of independent sovereign states? 
12. What were some of the population trends and changes that occurred in Europe during the 17c?  How do you explain these population patterns?  What were the possibilities for social mobility among various social groups? 
13. Why did the peasants experience increased economic and social difficulties at the end of the 16c? How was traditional village life changing in the 17c?  What were some of the forces of that change? 
14. What were some of the characteristics of urban life in the 17c? 
15. What was the Malleus Maleficarum?  How was it used during the witch craze?  Describe the typical "profile" of an accused witch.  Why was this profiled individual especially targeted? What was the importance of social and economic conditions in explaining the witchcraft hysteria?  Why did this hysteria subside substantially by the end of the 17c and early 18c? 
16. James I became king of England after the death of Elizabeth I, introducing the Stuart monarchy.  Explain the problems that he inherited, and how these problems grew worse under his rule.  Finally, explain what other problems James created for himself.

 17.     What problems, in particular, brought tragedy to the reign of Charles I?  Explain the conflicts between parliament and the king.  Who, exactly, made up the membership of parliament, and why were they so opposed to Charles I's rule?  What were the major issues in the civil war?
18.  Why did parliament win the civil war?  Explain the comparative advantages of parliament and the king, in the struggle.
19.  What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Puritan republic under Oliver Cromwell?

20. Explain the policies of Charles II.  How did his religious beliefs differ from those of parliament?  How did parliament gradually restrict the rights of non-Anglicans during his rule?  How did his rule benefit England?  How did Charles II's relationship with parliament change from the beginning to the end of his rule?

21.  In what ways did James II alienate parliament?   Explain the relationship between Louis XIV and Charles II and James II.  What did Parliament have to fear from this association?

22.  Explain the causes and effects of the Glorious revolution.  Why were William and Mary chosen to rule?  Under what conditions did they accept the throne?

23.  Explain the major ideas of Thomas Hobbes.  How, exactly, did he believe that the "commonwealth" would operate?  What were the responsibilities of the ruler and the citizens, and what rights did each have?  Why was such a political arrangement a necessity?   What is the purpose of government?

24.  Compare and contrast the ideas of Locke and Hobbes?  What does John Locke believe to be the proper end of government?  Why do people establish governments, according to Locke?
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