AP European History

Stuart Monarchy PPT Notes

The  Stuart  Monarchy: A  Constitutional  Monarchy  Emerges  in  England

Elizabeth  I  (1558 - 1603)

· Under Elizabeth,  royal  power  was  greatly  increased, England  became  a  leading  world  power,  and English  nationalism  grew  stronger.  

· Elizabeth  achieved  these  goals  by  gaining  popularity  with   the people and  by  skillfully  mastering  parliament.  

James  I (1603 - 1625)

· When Elizabeth died in 1603,  her  cousin  James VI of Scotland  became  king.

· James did not respect  the  power  of  Parliament  and  instead  antagonized the  English  nobility.

· James  claimed  to  rule  by  divine  right  and tried  to  be  supreme  over  Parliament.

Problems  of  James I

· Parliament  would  not  accept  the  idea  of  divine  right  and  challenged  the  power  of  the  king.

· James  alienated  the  powerful  Puritan  minority  by  rejecting  their  religious  ideas  and  refusing  them  government jobs.  

· James  alienated  English  Catholics  by  enforcing early 16th  century  anti-Catholic  laws (made  by  Henry VIII).

· James  tried  to  make  peace  with  Spain  which  infuriated  parliament.

James  vs.  Parliament

· James  repeatedly  dismissed  Parliament  when  it  refused  to great  his  financial  requests  for his religious, economic,  and  foreign  programs.

Charles I (1625 - 1649)

· James’ son Charles  took  over  when  his  father  died, and  only  made  the conflict  between  Parliament  and  the  monarchy  worse.

· Charles  again  attempted  to  assert  divine  right  power  and  tried  to  rule  without  Parliament.

Parliament  Strikes  Back

· When  nobles  tried  to  control  the  king  financially, (by  refusing  to  pay  any  taxes  which had  not  been  authorized  by  Parl.), Charles  was  forced  to  call  Parliament  into  session.

· In  response,  Parliament  forced  the  king  to  accept  the “Petition of  Right.”

The  Petition  of  Right

· This  document  forbade  the  king  to:

· proclaim  martial  law  in  peacetime

· Quarter  troops  in  private  homes

· levy  taxes  w/o  parliament

· imprison  anyone  w/o charges  or deny  anyone  a  jury  trial.

· Charles signed it but refused  to  live  by  the  petition  and  instead  ruled  w/o  parliament  for  years.

· His  desire  to  impose  Anglican  beliefs  and  services  on  Scotland  led  to  war,  and  Charles  was  forced  to  call  upon  Parliament  for  money  in  1640.

Trouble  With  Parliament and  Scotland

· When  this  “short Parliament” met in 1640,  it demanded  and  end  to  the  religious  and  economic  policies  of  Charles  I.  

· After 3 weeks,  Charles  dismissed  this  largely  Puritan  Parliament.

· Without  money  from  Parliament,  Charles could  not  equip  his  troops  and  lost  the  war.  

The  Long  Parliament

· Charles  was  forced  to  pay  a  huge  indemnity  to  Scotland  and  had  to  recall Parliament  to raise  the  money.

· Parts of this  “long  Parliament”  met  for  the  next  20 years.

A  Split  in  Parliament

· Although  parliament  members  all agreed on the  need  for  their  approval  of  taxes,  many  disagreed  on  the  role  of  the  king.

· Cavaliers supported  the  king (mainly wealthy  trading  and land-owning  classes), while  the  roundheads (mainly  middle class Puritans) did not.

Prides’  Purge

· Charles, seeing  the cavaliers’  fear  of  the  Puritans,  tried  to  arrest  5 Puritan  leaders  in  parliament.  

· This  attempt  to  gain  power  over  parliament  failed  and  civil  war  broke  out.

Civil  War

· The  war  lasted  from 1642 - 1649.

· Most  people  in  England  did  not  take  part  in  the  war.

· Parliamentary  forces  were  aided  by  an  alliance  with  Scotland

· The “New  Model  Army”  was  led  by  Oliver  Cromwell.

· Cromwell  represented  the  Independent party which  was  opposed  to  the  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  taking  control  of  England.

· Eventually  Cromwell’s  army  won  and  he  established  the  Commonwealth.  

· A “Rump” parliament  helped  him rule. (He kicked out all of the Cavaliers from the “long” parliament.
England  Under  Cromwell

· The  Rump  Parliament  ordered  the execution  of  Charles  I  and  named  Cromwell “Lord  Protector”  of  England.

· Cromwell ruled  with a “Council  of  State”

· Cromwell ruled  as  a  Puritan  Dictator  and   curbed  the  power  of  Parliament.
· Parliament became a rubber stamp for his stern Puritan laws BUT….
Cromwell’s  Achievements

· Cromwell:

· advanced  English  trade

· compelled  Ireland  and  Scotland  to  recognize him  as  their  leader

· greatly  increased  England’s  power

The  Restoration (1660)

· Most  non-Puritans  had  grown  tired  of  such  a  stern  military  dictatorship,  and  after  Cromwell’s  death,  his  son  was promptly  overthrown

· Charles II  was  restored  to  the  throne,  and  Parliament  attempted  to  create  a  limited  monarchy. (Charles II was the son of Charles I)
Charles II (1660 - 1685)

· Charles  agreed  not  to  levy  taxes  w/o  Parliamentary  consent.

· Parliament  passed  a  series  of  laws  designed  to  limit  the  power  of  Catholics  and  Puritans.

Charles  Tries  to  be  Tolerant

· Charles  signed  the  Treaty  of  Dover (1670) with  Louis XIV.  In  return  for  some  vague  religious  agreements,   Charles  received  some  badly  needed  money.

· 1672:  Charles  issued  the  “Declaration  of  Indulgence”  which  freed  religious  dissenters  from  Parl’s  punishments.  

The  Test  Act

· In 1673, Parliament  passed  the  Test  Act  which  excluded  all Catholics  from  public  office  in  an  attempt  to  keep  Charles’ Catholic brother  James II  off  the  throne.

New  Political  Parties

· Two  political  parties  emerged:  the  Whigs (who  wanted  a  Protestant  Constitutional  monarchy) and the Tories (who wanted any  anti-catholic ruler).

· The Whigs  passed  the  Habeas Corpus  Act  in  1679 to prevent  arbitrary  arrests.

James  II  (1685 - 1688)

· When  Charles  died,  his brother  James  became  king.

· James  established  a  standing  army  with  the  help of  Louis  XIV (unpopular) and held  special  courts  for  those  suspected  of  rebellion (also  unpopular).

James’  Downfall

· Parliament  tolerated  James, because  they  knew  he  had  a  protestant  daughter  who  would  succeed  him.

· When  James’  wife  gave  birth  to  a  son,  Parliament  decided  to  take  action  to  prevent  another  Catholic  heir  to  the  throne.

The  Glorious  Revolution

· Whigs  and  Tories  in  parliament  joined  together  to  invite  William  and  Mary  to rule  England.

· When  William’s  forces  landed  in  England,  James  fled  to  France.

· This  is  unique  for  its  time,  because  there  was  no  bloodshed.

Queen  Mary II & King    William  III  of  England

The  Bill  of  Rights

· William  and  Mary  accepted  the  restrictions  on  their  power  and  accepted  the  English  Bill of  Rights  in 1689.

· The  1689  Toleration  Act guaranteed  freedom  of  worship  to  all  religions

· Future  English  monarchs  were  forced  to  live  by  these  limits  on  the  power  of  the  monarchy.

The  Bill of  Rights

· No  taxation  or  standing  armies  w/o  consent  of  Parliament

· Parliament  must  be  called  at  least  once  per  year,  and  freedom  of  speech  in  Parl.  was assured

· The  king  could  not  suspend  the  laws

· Trial  by  jury  and freedom  from  excessive  bail  were  guaranteed.

Queen Anne  and  the  Hanoverian  Dynasty

· Under  William’s  successor, Queen Anne, Scotland   was  united  with  England (1707)  by  the  Act  of  Union.

· In  1714,  James I’s great  grandson, the ruler  of  Hanover (Ger.) became  king  as  George I, establishing the Hanoverian  Dynasty.

· Under  George I and II, the English  bureaucracy  grew.
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